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Survey:

COVID-19 Taking Severe toll on
Nebraska and Southwest lowa’s
Nonprofits

Nonprofit Association of the Midlands (NAM), conducted
a fourth pulse poll survey to gauge the evolving effects
of the COVID-19 outbreak on Nebraska and lowa’s
nonprofits and the vital programs and services they
provide. This was a follow-up to the survey we
conducted in Mid-March, April, and October of 2020.
This survey was taken by 159 nonprofit organizations.
This is a snapshot of what we learned.

Immediate and Long-Term Investment

Although full impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is still unfolding, it has
already laid bare deep inequities and the human and economic toll of
years of under-investment in critical systems and needs — including
nonprofits and the people and communities they serve.

Times of crisis underscore the continuing importance of nonprofits, as
providers of immediate care and assistance, economic stability, spiritual
comfort, news, education, mental health counseling,environmental
stewardship, outlets for grief, hope and inspiration, and as strong
partners in developing short- and long-term solutions to address inequity
and comprehensive social problems.

Past experience has shown that economic downturns typically hit
nonprofits immediately, while economic recovery reaches the nonprofit
community much later than other sectors. After many years of under-
funding of vital infrastructure and supports, a significant infusion of funds
is needed now, and more will be needed for the long term.

The majority (56%) of more than 13,000 nonprofits in Nebraska operate with less than $250,000 in
net assets. One in eleven Nebraskans work for a nonprofit and many of these organizations serve
those individuals hit hardest by job loss as a result of the pandemic.



Impact and Actions Taken

Below is the comparison from the first Pulse Poll taken in March 2020 to the latest taken in
April 2021.

2020

Cancellation of programs or events and corresponding reduced revenue 84.44%

Distribution of services to clients and communities 68.99%

Distribution of supplies or services o
provided by partners 39.87%

Increased and sustained staff and
volunteer absences

50.63%

Budgetary implications related to strains on the economy 70.259%,

oYl 10.13%

2021

Cancellation of programs or events and
s 49.29%
corresponding reduced revenue

Distribution of services to clients
and communities

52.86%

Distribution of supplies

or services provided by 30.00%
partners

Increased and sustained staff
and volunteer absences

39.29%

Budgetary implications related to strains on the economy 63.57%

17.14%




Financial Impacts

Did this crisis impact a major event or fundraiser?
Comparison from March 2020 to April 2021

2020 2021

Yes, cancelled 52.20% ‘Rl 17.61%

Yes,

20.13% moved online

20.75%

Yes,

moved online

. Yes, postponed 4.40%

' Not currently 2.529%

Yes, postponed 10.69%

No, we are having events in person for 2021 11.95%

Not currently 17.61%

No 11.32%
A\l 6.92 %
9.43% Other 14.47%

If your organization were to bring How stable does your
in no additional funding, how long organization feel compared to
would your cash reserve last? March 2020

I Omonths 1.32% More Stable 33.76%

17.76% About the same 50.32%
Less stable 15.92%
4-6 months 36.84%
Longer than 17.61%
12 months :




In the near future, how do you anticipate the
impact of this pandemic on the financial
conditions of your organization?

e Eep Y The effects are small and only for short-term

The effects are moderate, but my
43.67% organization can overcome these
difficulties, no long-term effect is anticipated

The effects are moderate, but my organization needs additional
financial supports (from the government, community relief funds,
foundations, etc.) to overcome these difficulties. My organization
anticipates some mild effect in long-term

29.11%

The effects are significant. My organization is in financial crisis but still be able

to continue to operate with additional financial supports (from the government,
community relief funds, foundations, etc.). My organization anticipates somelong-term
effects on our operation.

3.80%

The effects are significant both long-term
1.909 and short-term. My organization is in
financial crisis and struggle to continueto operate.

7.59% Other

Please select all of the special relief funding
sources that your organization has received
or been approved for in 2020.

Paycheck Protection
Program

75.51%

State CARES Act Funds 62.59%

City/County CARES Act Funds 42.86%

Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) 8.84%

Local Community Foundations 44.90%

Other 4.97%




When do you anticipate staff being back into a
physical office?

We are already back to a physical space _ 35.22%

Spring 2021 . 1.89%

Summer 2021 - 13.84%
rall2021 | [ 6.92%

Winter 2021 . 0.63%
We do not plan to return to a physical space i 0.00%

We have never had a physical space

We never left a physical space

Other

_ 19.50%

Most nonprofits anticipate being back to pre-covid stability
in the next 12-24 months, but that timeline varied greatly
across the sector.

Top Five Positive outcomes from COVID-19

e Virtual programming and training
Expanding services

Resiliency

Increased collaboration
Flexibility that led to innovation




What is your service location? (Not physical location)

Nebraska Panhandle
Central Nebraska

Eastern Nebraska
Northeast Nebraska
Tri-Cities

Lincoln Area

Omaha Metropolitan Area
Council Bluffs

Southwest lowa

lowa

Nebraska

What is your nonprofit classification?

Arts, Culture, & Humanities
Education
Environment & Animals . 5.73%

Health Human Services

International & Foreign Affairs . 0.64%

Public & Societal Benefit - 14.01%
Religion-Related . 0.64%
Mutual & Membership Benefit . 1.91%
Unknown - 3.82%
Unclassified . 3.18%

D 17.20%
D 12.74%

I 40.13%

B 5381%
B 14.19%
D 17.42
D 3539%

D 3.23%

B 12.00%

I  46.45%

B 11.61%

D 1032%

D 6.45%
D 25.39%

Under $50,000
$50,000-$100,000
$100,000 - $200,000
$200,000- $500,000
$500,000- $1,000,000
$1,000,000- $5,000,000
$5,000,000 - $10,000,000
$10,000,000 - $25,000,000

Over $25,000,000

What is your budget size?

D 0.15%

D 6.54%

D 8.50%

B 15.03%
B 16.34%
D 26.14%
B 11.11%

B 5.23%

D 1.96%




f Nonprofit Association
of the Midlands What NAM does

We help nonprofits help their communities. There are thousands of
nonprofits in our area — each trying to make a difference on their own. We
bring them together so that each member can benefit from our collective
strength.

Nonprofit Association of the Midlands (NAM) is the only membership
organization in the state dedicated exclusively to working with local
nonprofits. By connecting organizations with information, education,
advocacy and collaboration, we help members focus their energy on the
people and communities they serve.

Our Mission - We strengthen the collective voice, leadership, and capacity of nonprofit
organizations enriching the quality of community life throughout Nebraska and Western
lowa. To achieve this mission for our growing base of nonprofit organizations, NAM is
committed to the following goals:

1. Enhance public recognition of the importance and role of the nonprofit sector to the
people of Nebraska.

2. Provide access to high quality assistance and information on effective nonprofit
management and practices.
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3. Advocate on issues that affect the capacity of all nonprofits to address their communities
needs.

4, Foster communication and cooperation among nonprofits.

Join NAM today — www.nonprofitam.org




